
Arts for Life Concert: Clarice Assad

Sun. Nov. 17, 2024 5:00 PM

Thank You to Our Partners Program

Richard and Karen Carpenter Performing Arts Center, Long Beach, CA

*^Romance a la Antigua”

*+“In Footsteps of Titans”

*“Sem Tirar Nom Pûr”

“Maria Maria”

“Yo Soy Maria”

* World Premiere Performance
^ Commissioned by the Symphonic Jazz Orchestra, with support from an anonymous donor
+ Commissioned by the Symphonic Jazz Orchestra, winner of the 2023 George Duke 
Commissioning Prize

National Endowment for the Arts, Tom Talbert Foundation, Arts Council of Long Beach, Herb 
Alpert Foundation, Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, Los Angeles County Arts & Culture, 

Guitar Center Foundation, KJazz 88.1, Ibanez Guitars & George Benson, Brazilian Nites, 
and the Carpenter Performing Arts Center

Justo Almario, clarinet

Clarice Assad, vocal/piano

Francisco Torres

Ryan Cohan

Clarice Assad

Milton Nascimento, Arr. Clarice Assad

Astor Piazzola, Arr. Clarice Assad

CONCERT PARTNER

Our Team
Conductor/ SJO Music Director
MITCH GLICKMAN
Mitch Glickman, an award-winning composer, conductor, and
producer, founded the Symphonic Jazz Orchestra in 2001. As a 
composer he has written concert works, film scores, and television 
shows, and has produced concerts and recordings around the 
world. He also serves as LACMA’s Director of Music Programs 
and hosts the weekly KJazz 88.1 FM’s series “Beyond Symphonic 
Jazz.” In 2021, he was awarded the Los Angeles Jazz Society’s Jazz 
Educator of the Year award.
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Special Guests The Symphonic Jazz Orchestra

About The SJO

JUSTO ALMARIO

RYAN COHAN

FRANCISCO TORRES

“Beyond Symphonic Jazz” on KJazz 88.1 FM

CLARICE ASSAD

Founded in 2002, the Symphonic Jazz Orchestra is a 68-member non-profit organization 
that blends classical and jazz traditions while providing vital music education to underserved Los 
Angeles County schools. The orchestra, composed of elite musicians from major philharmonic 
orchestras and renowned jazz ensembles, has performed throughout Southern California 
with legendary artists including George Duke, Christian McBride, Lee Ritenour, and The 
Yellowjackets, culminating in their 2015 debut recording featuring original commissions and 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.”

Justo Almario, a Colombian-born reedman 
and composer, has masterfully blended 
Latin, Afro-Cuban, and jazz genres 
throughout his career. After launching 
with Mongo Santamaria’s band, he 
has performed with Roy Ayers, Chaka 
Khan, and George Duke, while leading 
his own Afro-Colombian ensemble 
and contributing to numerous film 
soundtracks, including Disney’s “Encanto.”

Ryan Cohan, a Guggenheim Fellow and 
lauded composer-pianist, has released 
six acclaimed albums while collaborating 
with jazz luminaries like Freddie Hubbard, 
Ramsey Lewis, and The Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. His accomplishments include 
multiple Chamber Music America grants 
and cultural ambassador tours for the U.S. 
Department of State with Jazz at Lincoln 
Center.

Grammy-nominated Clarice Assad is a 
dynamic composer, pianist, and vocalist 
known for her diverse stylistic range and rich 
textures. With over 70 compositions, she 
has received commissions from Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, and major orchestras 
worldwide, while performing at prestigious 
venues including The Netherlands’ 
Concertgebouw and Jazz at Lincoln Center.

Francisco Torres, an acclaimed trombonist 
and composer, has served as musical director 
for Poncho Sanchez while performing with 
Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band and the 
Clare Fischer Big Band. His versatile career 
includes collaborations with Ray Charles, 
Bob Dylan, and Dianne Reeves, alongside 
his work as a respected clinician at leading 
universities.

“Beyond Symphonic Jazz,” hosted by SJO Music Director Mitch Glickman on KJazz 88.1 FM, 
explores the intersection of jazz and classical music through interviews with legendary artists like 
Pat Metheny, Wayne Shorter, Chick Corea, and George Benson, featuring both rare recordings 
and contemporary symphonic jazz works. The 2-hour show on KJazz 88.1 FM airs every Monday 
evening from 9 – 11 pm (PST) and can be heard online at jazzandblues.org. The broadcasts are 
also available On Demand for two weeks by going to the KJazz website and searching under the 
“Archived Programs” tab.
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Soprano Sax- Sal Lozano
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